
 

 

THE 

COMMUNICON  
April 2017 

Union Congregational Church, UCC 
Peterborough, New Hampshire 

Bobôs Byte 

Where is God? 

Diana Butler Bass asks this question over and over again in her book Grounded. Is God living in some  

far-off place that can be reached only by dying? Is God, 

as the song says, watching us from a distance? And if God 

is far away, is that why things are so messed up in the 

world? These are really good questions for our journey 

through Lent. As we reflect on where God is, maybe we 

will see signs that God is much closer than we might think. 

I was on a youth group retreat when I was fourteen years 

old. We went to a place in the Poconos during the winter, 

and on Sunday morning we were sent out to spend an hour 

in silence before our worship service. During that hour, a 

feeling grew within me, the feeling that God was right 

there with me. It was a profound moment when I realized that God was not far away. Many people 

have experiences like this. Some call them God winks ñ as if God is winking at them. Others call them 

God sightings. Celtic spirituality calls the location of these experiences thin places. Whatever we call 

them, those moments when we know God is close are precious. 

In Grounded, Bass looks at the ways we find God present in the world around us, in the dirt under our 

feet, in the water that fills our rivers, lakes, and oceans, in the sky ñ the air that surrounds us. What if 

God is everywhere and in everything? What would we even call that? Bass uses the term panentheism. 

This term is different than the pantheism that says there are many gods and they are everywhere. As 

Bass uses the word, panentheism is the idea that God, the Creator of everything, is actually present in 

everything. This is not a God who lives far away. This is not a God who abandons us to the brokenness 

of the world. 

When I was a child, I was told to be good in the church because it was Godõs house. Then outside the 

church, in the wider world, all bets were off. Trash and pollution; physical, emotional, and economic op-

pression; and generalized apathy filled the void left by God. If God really is in everything, maybe we 

should be good in the world because it is Godõs house. 

As we make our way toward the end of Lent and the Easter season, watch for God winks, listen for God 

whispers, and be mindful of thin places where Godõs light shines through. Maybe God is closer than you 

think! 

Bob  
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Worship This Month 

April 2 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

John 11:1-45 

Sermon: Wakey, Wakey! 

April 9 ñ Palm Sunday 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Matthew 21:1-11 

Sermon: Take a Ride 

April 13 ñ Maundy Thursday 

7 p.m., Chapel 

April 14 ñ Good Friday 

Tenebrae Service & Cantata 

7:30 p.m., Sanctuary 

April 16 ñ Easter 

Matthew 28:1-10 

Colossians 3:1-11 

Sermon: Sunday-Go-to-Meeting Clothes 

April 23 

1 Peter 1:1-9 

John 20:19-31 

Sermon: The Perfect Gospel 

April 30 

1 Peter 1:22-23 

Luke 24:13-35 

Sermon: Heartburn 

For more details about our special Holy Week  

services, see page 3. 

See you in church! 

Please Keep in Your Prayers  

Many people feel supported and blessed by our 

continuing prayers. Please remember to keep the 

following people in your prayers: 

Carl and Marilyn Britton  

Ruth Comerford, friend of Deb Hanson  

Leo Curley, Sarah Holgateõs father  

Lisa and Patrick Foley 

Debbie Hanson 

Sandy Hanson 

Katherine, friend of Carele Mayer  

Lynn Nelson 

John Nordahl  

Michael Oberlander  

Omosasa Fellowship Center in Kenya  

Ron Schongar, Larry Schongarõs brother 

Joe Wilson 

and everyone in our church community 

To add or delete names from this ongoing prayer 

list, please contact Martha CB in the office (at  

924-3272 or officeucc@comcast.net) by the  

twentieth of the month. 

To make a prayer request for the weekly worship  

bulletin, please contact the office  

by noon on Wednesday.  

Thank you! 

Bible Studies  

In March, the Wednesday Bible Study group fin-

ished its discussion of Paulõs letter to 

the Galatians. Because of all the 

special events associated with Holy 

Week (see page 3), Bible studies 

will be on a break until May 3, when 

we will begin discussing the Book of 

Acts. Please join us in May on Wednesdays from 

10 a.m. to noon as we use the scriptures as a 

jumping off point for meaningful conversation. 

There are no prerequisites except a desire to 

learn, and everyone is welcome to come, for just 

one week or for every session. 

With Thanks  

My daughters and I want to thank everyone for 

their prayers, cards, thoughtfulness, and support 

due to the recent loss of my son-in-law, Bruce 

Streeter. This church has sustained us to over the 

top since we became part of it, and we are very 

grateful. With the strength you give to us, we will 

see some sunshine each day to come. 

Thank you,  

Margaret McCormack 

mailto:officeucc@comcast.net)?subject=Ongoing%20Prayer%20List
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Save the Date: May 6 

The first annual Monadnock Hunger Walk will take 

place on Saturday, 

May 6, starting at 

8:30 a.m. All the 

money raised will 

stay local to sup-

port food pantries in our area. We will need 

walkers and sponsors for this fun event. The walk 

will begin at the Greenfield Covenant Church and 

proceed around Zephyr Lake. Expect to hear 

more as the date approaches. 

ñ Dick Loudon 

Donate to the Spring Rummage Sale! 

Saturday, April 22, is the Womenõs Fellowship an-

nual Spring Rummage Sale from 

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (The Bag Sale 

starts at 1 p.m.)  

This is your chance to donate 

your clean, gently used items ñ

and shop for some goodies for 

yourself. 
 

¶ What items can we donate? Clothes (including 

shoes), linens, and craft supplies. (Please do 

not bring yard sale items.) 

¶ When can we bring them in? Starting Tuesday, 

April 18, at 1:30 p.m., then Wednesday 

through Friday, April 19ð21, from 9 a.m. to 

noon or whenever the church is open. 

¶ Where should I put my items? Under the hall 

coat racks or in the Fellowship Hall if itõs open. 

¶ How else can I help? Please sign up on the 

Womenõs Fellowship bulletin board for times 

when you can sort, help our visitors, and/or 

clean up. (Weõre an òequal opportunityó  

volunteer group.) 

The Journey Through Holy Week 

The journey through the Lenten season is leading us 

to the celebration in 

Jerusalem, where Jesus 

was greeted by crowds 

of supporters with 

palms and hosannas. 

Our celebration begins 

on Sunday, April 9, when those who are comforta-

ble walking are invited to meet in the chapel at 

9:50 a.m. to process into the sanctuary during the 

prelude. The service will be filled with joyful and 

uplifting music, led by the Bell, Junior, and Senior 

Choirs and a special piano and organ prelude. 

As Holy Week continues, a service of reflection will 

be held on Maundy Thursday, April 13, at 7 p.m. in 

the chapel, as the story of the Last Supper in the 

Upper Room is retold. Communion will be served, 

and music will be accompanied by guest guitarist  

Russell Shaw from Contoocook.  

Come back Friday evening, April 14, at 7:30 p.m., 

when the United Methodist Church will join us in an 

ecumenical Good Friday worship service. Pastor 

Bob, Pastor Lena Mark, choir members, and diaco-

nate of both churches will offer a poignant Tene-

brae service, culminating in a lovely cantata. The 

Dark Hours by Lani Smith will take us through the 

final hours of Jesusõ life through scripture, music, and 

special visual effects. 

The celebration of resurrection concludes Holy 

Week with the Easter service on Sunday, April 16, 

at 10 a.m. The service will include all of our choirs, 

brass, and organ, with new and traditional Easter 

music! Pastor Bob is certain to bring a wonderful 

message of hope and inspiration to begin a fresh 

journey into the Eastertide season! 

Christian Service Committee News 

Itõs time to begin our campaign for One Great 

Hour of Sharing, which is a UCC churchwide initia-

tive. Each Sunday in April youõll find special enve-

lopes for your contribution in the bulletin. Thank you 

for your response to this appeal! 

ñ Ann Lessard 

Last chance é 
to add to the òFree Coat Rackó in 

Fellowship Hall!  

It disappears after the April 22  

Rummage Sale! 
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If you are a member of Union Congregational and need like a list of birthdays and anniversaries, 
please contact the office at 924-3272 or officeucc@comcast.net. 

 
The list is also posted on the Member News bulletin board. 

APRIL 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

Two Fish Five Loaves 

A board game has been created and needs volun-

teers to play! Two Fish Five 

Loaves was recently devel-

oped by a team including 

Sharon Smith, Martha Dahl, 

Ginger Nielson, Bob Marro-

ne, and Mary Ann Fleming 

to communicate to children the concepts of the End 

68 Hours of Hunger. The game is based in a lovely 

village called Shamwari by the Sea, where many 

organizations contribute food items for players to 

collect as they each roll the dice and land on a 

square. The winner of the game will collect all of 

the grocery items on a specified list and land on 

the Finish square first. The game includes many 

twists and turns in the Lucky or Not cards, which 

present players with scripture and current scenarios 

experienced in the life of a family. Feel happy 

when you land on a corner allowing you to simply 

choose what you need, but beware of landing on 

Timeout, where you lose two turns! Players need to 

have some reading ability and approximately one 

hour to play. We want to test it out with a variety 

of players to be sure the rules and setup are clear. 

The game is best played with four people and a 

separate Banker position, but will also work for 

two to six. Contact Mary Ann Fleming if youõd like 

to try it (flemma@comcast.net; 525-4764). 

Looking for a Leader! 

Do you enjoy yard sales? Love finding treasures 

among other peopleõs discards? Like organizing 

things? Have we got a job for you! The annual  

UCC Yard Sale has a tentative date of June 24, 

but itõs in search of a leader to pull all the volun-

teers ñ and all the treasures ñ together.  

If youõre interested, please contact Sharon Smith 

(ssmith-scs@comcast.net; 924-6146) or Judy 

DeWitt (mollynmaymail@mac.com; 563-7157) to 

find out more about whatõs involved. 

The Sunday School enjoyed testing the Two Fish Five 

Loaves game during their sleepover. (See page 5.) 

Clockwise from far left: Luke, Mary Ann, Anja, Emily, 

Harley, and Megan. 

mailto:flemma@comcast.net
mailto:ssmith-scs@comcast.net?subject=Church%20Yard%20Sale
mailto:mollynmaymail@mac.com?subject=Church%20Yard%20Sale

